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Dear NCJLT Members,

Did you have a nice spring break?  The 
NCJLT board was busy working to enhance 
the relationships between the NCJLT 
'-."%/0'%"'$%&'(),"',"+)%%"',")-1'-0)"(1)"
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Board Meeting was held on March 28 at the 
Japan Information Center in Chicago.  We 
appreciate the JIC for providing the facility 
to help cut board meeting expenses.  As 
the NCJLT is funded mostly by membership 
dues, the board is judiciously trying to limit 
our spending.  At the meeting, the board 
discussed issues and made several decisions 
as follows.  We are hoping these changes 
will enhance our service to members, and 
we always welcome your feedback (Check 
our web site www.ncjlt.org).    
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are going to change the delivery format 
and number of issues by consolidating 
e-Oshirase and Oshirase.  One big challenge 
we faced recently was being unable to 
deliver the Oshirase winter issue, which is 
our vital communication tool, to some of 
(1)"'$%&'()"E)EB)6,"+1/,)"6)?&,(6'(&/-,"
arrived after December 15, 2008.  Since the 
issues were mailed by bulk rate mailing, 
we could not trace them down at the 
individual level nor do another mailing.  In 
/6.)6"(/"B)(()6",)6F)"(1)"%/0'%"'$%&'(),G"
members, beginning after this issue, we will 
be distributing two color-printed Oshirase 
issues in January and October and four 
electronic issues of Oshirase in March, May, 
July, and December.  We will eliminate the 
title of e-Oshirase to avoid confusion, and 
all the six issues will be called Oshirase.  The 
two printed issues will be made available 
on our web site in digitalized format so 
that any one who joins NCJLT can access 

Oshirase at any point.  We are keeping 
two printed issues because the Nengajo 
and Yon-koma Manga winners' galleries 
and sponsors advertisements are better 
appreciated in color and can be shared with 
ease.
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ACTFL Convention in San Diego!  This 
year’s ACTFL Convention is going to be in 
San Diego from November 20 through 22, 
and Yamashita sensei is working hard not 
only to organize the sessions but also to 
secure funds to sponsor some of the NCJLT 
sessions.  All members are encouraged 
to attend the convention.  This year each 
session is 60 minutes with a lot of free 
time to visit the Exhibit Hall.  The NCJLT is 
sponsoring Japanese Pavilion, and there 
will be local students’ performances and 
other presentations during the breaks.  We 
are also planning on hosting approximately 
20 sessions including individual papers.  We 
hope that these sessions will be meaningful 
for your professional development.  In 
addition, there will be a NCJLT sponsored 
luncheon on Friday, NCJLT General Meeting 
that is followed by NCJLT sponsored 
,>)0&'%",),,&/-"H"'-."'"%/0'%"'$%&'(),">'-)%"
session.  On Saturday we have scheduled 
NCJLT sponsored special session 2 inviting a 
representative from the Japan Foundation 
and teachers who are active advocates, 
which is followed by networking social in 
the early evening.  This networking social is 
open to any NCJLT session attendants, with 
the purpose to simply relax, visit, and get to 
know one another.    
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for travel in order to attend the ACTFL 
convention.  Please see the application 
procedure.  All members are encouraged to 
apply. (Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
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colleague’s excellence in teaching is an 
important part of being professional.  I 
know that many of us are always busy, 
but I urge every member to stop and think 
of any one who is worthy of the teacher 
award.  Once you identify a person, you can 
call the teacher and ask if s/he can think of 
a student, a parent, or a supervisor who is 
willing to prepare a nomination portfolio.  

It is already April, and there are only a few 
months left before we must say goodbye 
to our seniors.  Until then, I hope all of you 
will keep enjoying teaching Japanese and 
discovering many young talents among our 
students.  
Suwako Watanabe  

Professional Development Calendar
Workshop & Courses

@"N'4"OP!;3-)"HOL"OQQR
Freeman Institute 2009: Infusing Japan Studies 
into the Undergraduate Curriculum
Honolulu, Hawai’i.
http://www.japanstudies.org/
freeFREEMANINFO.HTM
 
@";3-)"HP!HRL"OQQR
2009 International Summer Institute (ISI) 
Music in Many Languages with special guest 
Mary Goetze. University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign 

@";3-)"OO!;3%4"SL"OQQR
Online Summer Institute for Non-native 
Teachers of Chinese & Japanese
University of Hawai’i
1((>CTT-U6081'+'&&8).3T>6/.)FT,&QR+T&-.)K8
html
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Journey to the Interior:  Fulbright-Hays 
Group Projects Abroad Seminar for Teachers 
of Japanese Language, Literature, and 
History http://www.colorado.edu/cas/
BashoTeacherInstitute.html

CARLA Insitutes, University of Minnesota

1. Immersion 101 for Chinese and Japanese:  An 
Introduction to Immersion Teaching (6/22-7/3)
2. Culture as Core in the Second Language 
Classroom (7/13-7/17)
3. Using Technology in Second Language 
Teaching (7/13-7/17)
4. Developing Classroom Materials for LCTL
(7/20-24)
5. Language and Culture in Sync:  Teaching the 
Pragmatics of a Second Language (7/27-7/31)
www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/

@"=3EE)6L"OQQR
Summer intensive teacher training in Japanese 
(SPEAC)The Ohio State University, Columbus, 
OH.
http://deall.osu.edu/programs/summerprgm

@";3%4L"OQQR
Modern Japan as Seen in Japanese Literature 
(Graduate seminar) Ball State University, Dr. 
Guohe Zheng 765-285-1361

@"=3EE)6"OQQR
Middlebury Coll. Summer Japanese School

Scholarship/Fellowships
 
@"#VWAW#";'>'-),)"<'-?3'?)"=01/%'6,1&>"
Foundation www.jlsf-aurora.org

Conferences

@"N'4"O!SL"OQQR8""
16th Princeton Japanese Pedagogy Forum
Theme:  Learning Japanese and Japanese 
Culture Through Performing Drama.  Princeton 
University, Princeton, NJ.
http://www.princeton.edu/~eastasia/pjpf/
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Preparing Language Teachers for the 21st 
Century:  6th  Language Teacher Educator 
Conference,  The George Washington Univ., 
Washington, DC. http://nclrc.org/lte2009
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The 8th Int'l Conference on Japanese 
Language Educ. (ICJLE) hosted by the 
Japanese Studies Association of Australia 
(JSAA) Theme:  Bridging the Gap between the 
Japanese Language & Japanese Studies. Univ. 
of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia.http://
jsaa-icjle2009.arts.unsw.edu.au/

NCJLT Calendar of 
Events

4/16-7/16 - ACTFL Early 
Bird Registration
March - ATJ Seminar 
4/25 JNHS Application/
Renewal Deadline
4/29-5/5 - National 
Japanese Language 
Week
4/30 - NCJLT Teacher 
Award pre-nomination 
due
5/1 - Cheng&Tsui 
Professional 
Development Award 
Deadline
5/31 - NCJLT Teacher 
Award nomination 
deadline
6/10- ACTFL Grant 
deadline
8/1 - Summer Oshirase 
submission deadline
9/30 - Announcement 
of ACTFL Award 
recipient
9/31 - NCJLT 
Teacher Awardee 
Announcements
10/1 - Fall Oshirase 
submission deadline
11/20-22  2009 ACTFL 
Convention, San  
Diego, CA
12/1 - Late Fall Oshirase 
submission deadline
December - ACTFL 
proposal deadline
12/20 - Nengajo 
deadline
1/1 - Winter Oshirase 
submission deadline
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Yonkoma Manga Contest Results  
-Julie Cain Nengajoo and Yonkoma Director 

Thank you to all of the teachers who had 
students submit Yon Koma Manga entries 
into this years contest. There were many 
great entries this year!  Throughout this 
issue of Oshirase you will see reproductions 
of the winners. If you would like to view 
them in color, go to the NCJLT website and 
4/3"+&%%"7-."%&-Y,"(1)6)8"D)"+&%%"'%,/"1'F)"
reproductions displayed at next year’s 
ACTFL Japanese Pavillion. 

The winners for the 2009 Contest are:
 
Middle School: 
Comical: Erin Kim, Rachel Carson Middle 
School, Student of Tomoko Geiser

Historical: Juliana Traunero, Rachel Carson 
Middle School, Student of Tomoko Geiser 
 
Cultural: Laura Ferraro, Rachel Carson 
Middle School, Student of Tomoko Geiser

High School:
Comical: Marti Barker, Falls Church High 
School, Student of Yoko Thakur
Historical: Sam Mortenson, North Eugene 
High School, Student of Miiko Suzuki  
 
Cultural: Zach Herndon, Bloomington High 
School North,Student of Molly Jeon
 
Honorable Mention: Sean McCrone, Rachel 
Carson Middle School, & Alysa Phan, North 
Eugene High School

All winners will receive a copy of the book 
titled Draw Manga: How to Draw Manga 
In Your Own Unique Style by Bruce Lewis. 
NCJLT is proud to sponsor these annual 
contests. It provides a creative outlet for 
our students in which they can further 
explore Japanese language and culture and 
an opportunity to highlight the wonderful 
things happening in Japanese education 
around the country.
(Continued on next page)

2009 Yonkoma Manga Contest Winners: High School

High School Historical Winner: Sam Mortenson

High School Comical Winner: Zach Herndon

High School Cultural Winner: Marti Barker

2009 Yonkoma Manga Contest
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Why NCJLT?  What $15 a year can buy for you!
Oshirase and eOshirase Newsletter

91)"23'6()6%4"A,1&6',)"-)+,%)(()6"0/-('&-,"-'(&/-'%"'-."6)?&/-'%";'>'-),)"%'-?3'?)"7)%."-)+,L"3>0/E&-?")F)-(,L",>)0&'%"
awards announcements, lesson ideas, product advertisement and job posting.  We also publish a separate full-color 
eOshirase journal which contains additional information and activities.

NCJLT Website and NEW Web-Forum

In addition to our user-friendly website which contains all information about NCJLT-sponsored services (Nengajoo, Teacher 
#+'6.,L")(08ZL"3>0/E&-?"0/-5)6)-0)," '-.")F)-(,L"+)"1'F)"7-&,1)."0/-,(630(&/-"/5"/36"-)+"+)B!5/63E"'-."E3%(&E).&'"
database.  By being an NCJLT member, you are given access to not only an online discussion board and job-post, but 
access to over 1200 copyright-free photos, 70+ videos, and documents such as teaching ideas and powerpoints of ACTFL 
presentations.

 ACTFL Conference Sponsorship
NCJLT organizes and sponsors sessions at the ACTFL Conference exclusively tailored for Japanese teachers.  NCJLT members 
wishing to attend the conference pay the “ACTFL member” registration fee (a $55 savings).

Japanese National Honor Society (JNHS)

N)EB)6,"/5"*:;<9"0'-"5/6E"'";*[="01'6()6"'("(1)&6",01//%8"I/6"'",E'%%"5))L",(3.)-(,"6)0)&F)",>)0&'%&M).";*[="0)6(&70'(),"
and have their names listed in Oshirase.  For the past two years, the Japan forum has sponsored a book award in cooperation 
with NCJLT, sending one book to each JNHS school to be awarded to an outstanding senior or added to the school library.  
JNHS pins are also available for a small fee.

Nengajo Contest
Students of all ages can participate in this yearly contest with awards by various sponsored including “Asia for Kids.”  
Teacher members of NCJLT can submit winning nengajo cards from their school to be considered for prizes at three levels 
(elementary, middle, and high school) in three categories (most creative, most artistic, and most humorous).  The deadline 
for submission is around December 20.  Information for entry can be found on our website.

Yon Koma Manga Contest
High School seniors through advanced college level students may participate in this annual contest with exciting awards 
lovers of manga and anime will enjoy.  Teacher members of NCJLT can submit winning drawings from their school to be 
considered for prizes at three levels (HS seniors, Colledge levels 1&2, and college level 3 & beyond in three categories 
(comical, historical, and cultural).  The submission deadline is March 1.  Information on entry can be found on our website.

Teacher Awards and Recognition
\'01"4)'6L"*:;<9"/])6,"(1)"9)'01)6"#+'6.,"'-."'-"#:9I<"^'6(&0&>'(&/-"J6'-("(/"(+/"/6"E/6)"()'01)6,"(/"'(()-."(1)"#:9I<"
conference.  Members who are nominated to serve on the Board of Directors have letter of recognition sent to their 
administrators.

Alliance with the Association of Teachers of Japanese
As of 1999, a formal alliance with the Association of Teachers of Japanese was created to better serve all teachers K-16.  
916/3?1"1&,"#%%&'-0)L"*:;<9"6)0)&F),"(1)"B)-)7("/5"'",1'6)."\K)03(&F)"_&6)0(/6L"=3,'-"=01E&.(L"/$0)"1)%>"+&(1"E)EB)6,1&>"
and newsletter printing, yearly joint board meeting between our organizations and the opportunity to participate in an 
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issues of standards, advocacy, and articulation.

The Support and Promotion of K-16Japanese Language Education 
Through our Alliance with ATJ and ties with other organizations such as the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
<'-?3'?),"c#:9I<ZL"E)EB)6,"/5"*:;<9"+/6Y"(/">6/E/()"5/6)&?-"%'-?3'?),"&-"?)-)6'%"'-."(1)";'>'-),)"%'-?3'?)",>)0&70'%%4"
at various meetings, conferences, and presentation.  In the past NCJLT representatives have worked on the Japanese 
national Standards, National Working Group for Implementation of the standards, and the “New Visions” meeting for the 
future of foreign language education.


